Urinary infection in kidney transplantation.
Urinary tract infection is the most frequent complication following renal transplantation and is important in the etiology of post-transplantation sepsis. The 87 renal homografts done in 1974 at The New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center were reviewed retrospectively, with at least one year follow-up, in all cases, with particular attention to factors relating urinary tract infection to ultimate success or failure of the renal graft. The over-all incidence of urinary tract infection was 61%. Early infection was associated with a particularly poor prognosis for graft survival. Most patients with urinary infections after successful transplantation experience a combination of both early and late infections. Anatomic factors constitute a remediable cause of urinary infections after transplantation and should be searched for in cases of multiple, recurrent infections, de novo hypertension, or deterioration of previously stable graft function. There were significant differences in the bacteriologic spectrum of urinary tract infections associated with successful transplants as opposed to unsuccessful transplants.